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Any suitable stimulus may call forth its powers.
With the present trend of education it will be still
more vivid and forceful in the days to come. In our
religious education, far from discouraging its kindling
influence we should help and assist it as a most
valuable ally. We must, then, take care that the
subjects on which we call for its play are not need-
lessly open to dangers.

It is additionally because of such training of the
imagination that many of the children identify them-
selves with Isaac when the story is told to them,
and for this reason they rebel or are shocked at the
procedure. Nor is the fault with the teacher, but in
the subject itself. From one of the healthiest and
happiest of schools, after the story had been told
by one of the gentlest and kindest of teachers, a little
boy went home, and in the evening as he sat by the
fire wept disconsolately for an hour or more, as he
thought over the story of the morning. Others
have shewn in other ways that the story has
done them harm in the mental and spiritual
impression it has made, and mothers have asked
that their little ones should not be told the story
again. Some may urge that only in very few cases
are such impressions made, and these upon the more
sensitive, highly-strung children, and that it is not
possible in a general provision to consider a few
special individuals. It is well for those who are
inclined to think in this way to remind themselves
of our Lord's words, among the most severe He ever
uttered, " Whosoever shall cause one of these little
ones that believe on Me to stumble, it were better
for him if a great millstone were hanged about his